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suOOND LETTER TO LORD CASTLEREAGH, ON 


“°NFFAIRS BOTH DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN. | 
an a 


‘Ai fe gt Lontlip, | 
', .. Tbe more, important the moment grows, the 
: T feel, my, attention ,rivetted on your lordship. Jt-is.not 
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The purpose of this address istwofold. I shall first remind 
rou of your political botching on the Continent, “‘ with other 
kings,” and its present consequences ; and then of your vile 
conduct at home, towards the Queen. : 

The glorious revolutions in Spain, in Naples, ‘in Sicily, in 
Portugal, and in form the mirror in which you may 
best view your prominent, your fiindamental, and your con- 
trasted features. At the final conquest ‘of Napoleon Buona- 
parte, your lordship was “ one of those kings” who had vainly 
imagined, that the era of legitimacy in ates was to 
cdémmence, ‘and that such legitimacy was to be’ decided, not 
by the people who were to be governed, but by “ yourself, 
and other ‘existing kings.” You went on triumphantly at first, 
at the congresses of Vienna, and at Aiz-la- Chapelle, all Eu- 
rope seemed to bend at the nod of “ yourself and other kings.” 
Tn the fulness and the pride of your heart, you had not an idea 
left that any.portion of the mbhabitants of Europe would dare 
to rebel against’ the decrees issued ‘by “yourself and other 
kings.” You partitidned off the inhabitants, and the’ land 





some under this emperor,' ‘some under that — 


king, ard some under this doge, and that elector; just as if 
‘those inhabitants had been a mass of lifeless materials, aod 
ourself a second creator, giving form and life te chaos. You 
‘had,’ in England and Ireland, seen enougtr of the effect of ‘the 
‘printing-press to ‘know, that’ it Was a’ powerful enemy to 
‘despotism, and a terror’to the oppressor. This was clearly 
‘understood at the congresses, by “'yourself'and other kings,” 
‘and speedily we found the contmental press regulated accord- 
ifg to your lordship’s Wishes, ‘and* displaying what you' have 
‘since termed, a“ well-regulated mind.” ‘But at home, “you 
_ found a few Engtishmen, Scotchmen, and'Irishmen, that ‘had 
been accustomed to talk of liberty and the desire of possessing 
it, that set at” defiance ‘yout law’ of libel, ‘and have’ boldly 
‘Wielded the powerful weapon in spite of‘your meriace and eor- 
‘Tuptions. I]t was’ ‘unquestionably ‘a distinct pledge on ‘your 
part to the allied degpos, or, mote propery peaking, th 
, oly alliance, that’ you ‘would do your utmost te” reduce’ the 
- spirit ‘of the press dt home. Ttwas consideréd as the last 'ne- 
_ Cessary struggle for the preservation of @ rejected and despised 
legitimacy in’ monarchs. « You’ hesitated at’ the ‘attempt ‘of 2 

_ censorship, and here, my lord, you acéelerated your downfall. 


1 told you.some few months since, that nothing but a censer- 
ship could save you, and ag you have néglected this, you ‘a 
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name ismerely the tool of. your schemés. Youare both fhe 
Meyand the lock, of the present government. You havéa 





“grification, and in.return you have obtained an absolute 
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lost ; and in the language of the Christian, I would say, you 
are “ damned to all eternity.” You are irrecoverably lost, 
there is no mediator to rely upon, no charities to appeal to, to 
hide your multitude of sins ; no throne of grace that can save 
you, but to assume the Christian again, I say, “to the Devil 
ou must go,” ‘and methinks-I hear your countrymen say, 
joy go with you, Lord Castlereagh, for what you have done 
for us.’ There is not a town or village throughout Great 
Britain or Freland that would succour you, but all, all, are in 
open execration against you. | 
The printing-press has mastered you at home, and this in a 
great measure, has tended to baffle all your schemes abroad, 
It is by the British press that the spirit of freedom has been 
cherished on the Contitient; had the press of this country been 
ced‘ under‘a censorship, like that of France, of Prussia, and 
other parts of Europe, a ‘gloom would have filled the thrilling 
spirit of freedom every where; The progress, persecution, 
and!perseverance, of those who have. been called the Radical 
Reformers of Great Britain, have, by means of our press, 
been known throughout the Continent, and has kept alive an 
ardour in the general cause of emancipation and representalive’ 
systems of government. It is now too late fora censorship + 
you and your allied déspots are defeated—your schemes, your 
plans, your promises, your threats, are all exploded, and yOu 
all “stand prostrate.” Revolution finds no opposition, because 
opposition would be vain. State after state embraces it, 
and-your lordship stands aghast, and displays nothing but a 
trembling imbecility, As an official person in the Commons’ 
House you shun discussion, and answer all queries with a. 


7 
: 





ito nen mi ricordo and ano se. How delightful your 
Jordship’s correspondence must. be with Spain with as vy 
with Sicily, with Portugal, and with the trembling despots o 
theinorth || You tl ‘make ready your sackeloth and 
@shés; for the-end is near! Weep, weep, for the mighty are 

to rise'no more !—no more, Castlereagh ! UNG 
!t Although you do not rank as first minister-in this county 
it is;Well. known that Lord Liverpool, who bears that rank 











itimate|at home, whom. you find you can manage as you 


. likes, As both his inclinations and his ideas are confined to 


Wornen and wine, you take care to procure for ‘him a full 
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rule and management of his: affairs in the state. A man less 
accomplished in villainy than yourself could ‘have never ven. 
tured to plot: such a conspiracy, as has been matured against 
her Majesty the Queen, - The blackest part of history has not 
yet displayed any thing of the kind, and your name will be 
reserved.as the.centre of future execration, and. as the symbel 
of crimes that have nob yet found expression in language, | 
feel that I cannot be too. severe in expressing myself on this 
conspiracy, through a deficiency in our language. - It is evident 
that you and your family have been the chief actors in this 
attempt to destroy the Queen. Yourself at home, your bro- 
ther at Vienna, and, your cousin Brown at Milan, have been 
the principal agents, all others are but subordinate. For the 
preservation of your place and power, you have worked upon. 
the blind,.the weak,. and. the vicious dispositiom:of your no-, 
minal master, and have determined to make both your fates 
co-existent., You liave made him.share the public odium with 
yourself, so that you, now. think he must stand or fall with 
you. Ido not mean to palliate his vices, or his cruelties ; ax 
e mere connexion. with:a man of your character would nul- 
lity such an attempt. You have involved him ina gulph with 
yourself, whence. escape. is doubtful, or rather past doubt. He 
can, never again sit. respected on the throne of England. 
Although, you. did not originate his malice towards his Queen, 
qu.soon discovered ‘that: the cherishment of that malice, 
ight you to the'blind side of him. You have ministered 
to his vices, instead.of his welfare,.as the surer means of acting 
up to yourown disposition, | | 
, Eire another week passes, .we have to expect a full deve- 
lopement of. the conspiracy, atleast, as full a developement, 
| pe a struggle against yonr authority and influence, bott at 
oo abroad, could produce, or be expected to’ produce: 
. final-developenient cannot, take place whilst you hold 
your present authority, but whilst you'live it is.a subject nob 
be overlooked... searcely need tell-your Lordship that even 
elore her |Majesty’s eounsel.,enter on her defence, ‘there is 
nob one out of every hundred persons throughout the country; 
but what have acquitted her even on your own. well paid, well 
fed, and- well clothed evidence, as it now stands. .J must ‘not 
overlook one part. of your Lordships character, and that is; 
that you delight.to live in a: sterm.. whilst you. can el- 
) y 
ne a hope; that you may be! able to crush all the 
Pip, tuons of popular feeling. But the final question 
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now is, not whether the House of Lords, and your Lord- 
ship’s ‘house, will pass the Bill of Pains and Penalties, 
but, whether the army will be. gallant enough to support 
a grossly injured. and insulted Queen, or suffer itself to be 
disgraced. by attempting to. crush the public determination, to 
keep-her in her, high rank.and becoming station. This is the 
question, my Lord, all others are but minor ones, and scarcely 
worth looking. at. ‘The army must be acknowledged to have 
the casting vote, and if \but-a portion of the military express 
itself determined to. play the ,part of men and support the 
Queen, your Bill.of Pains and Penallies may be turned to a 
tailor’s measure, It is of. no.use:to blink this question; the 
people of England, the whole country, look to its army for 
support, for union, for co-operation, .in this measure. It is 
nota party-or,a factious cause, it is the support of ‘the esta- 
blished Jaws of the country, .which your nominal master, 
yourself colleagues, and bribed supporters, are endeavouring 
to make subservient to your several dispositions and gratifica- 
tions. "The army forms the executive, and has done for a long 
time ; all-your newfangled laws -have-been rejected by the 
nation, but enforced by the bayonets at your command; but 
can it'be'in the breast of a soldier'to turn his bayonet to the 
bosom-ef his Queen? You may cause the Queen to be as- 
sassinated, you cannot degrade-her. The idea of degradation 
and respect ‘is not to’ be.conveyed on parchment, or voted by 
afew hundred persons for a price, it rests with the mass of the 
people, and «unless you can shew them a just cause, your en- 
deavours are futile. It matters nothing to the Queen whether 
she-He supported.ina becoming splendour from the Exche- 
query:er-Whether'the people form another Exchequer bya 
Voluntary tax.) ||:am of opinion, :that:the latter would be the 
thorésplendid and.the more honourable support, All means 
ipporting a government come primarily from :the mass of 

the peopley whether they are bayoneted out of that support, 
ongive:it voluntarily ; therefore you can neither degrade nor ce 
npoverish the, Queen. Mark the contrast between your be 
tppet of-a' King and. the people’s Queen, the latter can ride ei i 
‘the-most populous parts of the kingdom without fear a 
trembling, but-with.a-reception.of sympathy and applause - 
‘hetistarts the involuntary tear: the ‘King cannot step from 
HCREP IAD ‘inte-a boat «without being exposed to the execra- 
‘Uonsiof his-people. It is wellknown that. private as was his 
imteation to embark at, Brighton, the mere accidental: by- 








_\, cated ; still the old Regenc 

» the demand of the army A inhabitants in Oporto and its neigh- 
- bourhood, and to summon the Cortes to an assembly. Another 

;, advantage will be détived from<uch a meeting, it will convey 
ithe sentiments of the different ¢ounties to each other, and con- 
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standers heaped their execrations upon him; ‘and one of thei 
was committed to a gaol for it. He now hovers about the 
coast almost afraid to land any where, and this at a moment 
when there can be no real pleasure on the water from the 
danger of the equinoctial gales. This aquatic excursion is not 
for pleasure, it is the impulse of fear, and an escape from the 
dangers imagined by a guilty conscience. Thus, my Lord, | 
have frankly stated your present condition and the conse- 
quences of your conduct both abroad and at home: your diffi- 
culties are entirely of your own seeking and fabrication, they 
are the result of your dwn vice and ignorance ; for the better 
part of your supposed ability has been impudence, a daring 
perseverance in opposition to public hatred and contempt. “| 
may or may not have occasion to address you again, it entirely 
depends upon the length of time you have to reign. At least 


you will not be lost sight of by 
oie R. CARLILE. 
_ Dorchester Gaol, Sept. 25, 1820. 











PUBLIC DINNER TO CELEBRATE THE SEVERAL 
REVOLUTIONS ON THE CONTINENT. 

We are happy to see a dinner announced for the 2nd Octo- 
ber at the Crown and Anchor, in the Strand, to celebrate the 
triumph of civil liberty in Spain, Naples, Sicily, and Po ; 
and to convey to the Continent the sentiments of the English 
nation on this subject. We perceive the names of the Stewards 


- are.composed of men of property in the several counties, and 
the meeting might be considered as a deputation from the 


whole country. Such an expression of feeling is due to those 


" who have so gloriously struggled on: the continent, and more 


particularly to the union that has ‘been ‘displayed, and con- 
tinues to be displayed, in those countries, Portugal may be 


'éaid to have finally gained her object, alihough, no revolution 


has as yet; ‘been known in this country to have taken place in 
Lisbon, the accounts in the French eh rs having been fabri- 
has thouglit proper to eomply with 


evlitrate the.general will and Opinion as to the present govern 
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ment in this country. 7 On this ground we hail the meeting as 
ap useful, and must vainly wish that we could partake of 





sa rich a feast. | ‘ 

" are ah } feb eat | EDITOR. 
ot 

I © ACQUITTAL OF WADDINGTON. 

' ~The renowned Samuel, Waddington has had the good for- 
. tune to be a second time acquitted, on the charge of exhibiting 
y _seditious placards, _ The first trial was last year at the Surrey 
j Remnialy ine second has been lately at the Clerkenwell Ses- 
y sions,. This little hero having a knowledge of the Bible, 
i before some of our priests, turns it to his advantage by 


making a defence out of it, and has twice managed to get. an 
acquittal -by it, for neither the bench nor bar durst interrupt 
an appeal to this Holy Book-as_ irrevelant, and its language 
makes an impression not to, be resisted by weak minds, or those 
trained up.to ‘reverence it. We would be bound to defend any 
vice or any virtue from the Bible ; for it is a string of such 

, contradietions, and. turgs upon so many subjects, that as 

Shakespeare says, “ the Devil may cite scripture for his pur- 
pose.” The steady ardour of Waddington must not be read 
in his countenance as a.Radical he has suffered as much per- 

e ‘secation as any,one in London, and always manages ,to 

triumph over it. The following is a copy of the placard which 

contained the charge:— . | 

mowIIG pilt “ ENGLISHMEN ! 

. “Love the brave Soldiers, for they are your brothers, natives of the 
same country, sufferers in the same calainities, “They have achieved 
victories which no soldiers, either ancient or modern, perhaps ever equalled 
—tertaiuly never excelled. However reprehensible the motives which 

‘the war in which those victories were achieved, still the coudsct 


of the British and Irish soldiery reflects immortal honour upon. the 
armj-of your country. But what is the reward of all these victories? 


Arenot these brave men contined in barracks ?—cut off from all com- 
Hy cation with society ?—Never permiticd to. see the faces of their 
. “eet a walevs' itbe with fixed bayonets or drawn swords in 
: “e\The Soldiers toa man love your injured Queen; they are deter- 
: -fuined to su rt her rights—to protect her honour : and, depend upon it, 
be hour will shortly arrive when they will show themselves equally 


bal Rl a | A - We — ww 


ined to support the vights and liberties of their country. Re- 
member Spain and Naples! and love and respect the Soldiers...» 

Hoc ishteen huodre: dollars per mouth paid to two Itahan swearers. 

.Mowmapy soldiers would this inouey make comfortable 2” . 
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THE REPUBLICAN, 


TO MR. JUSTICE BAILEY, 








Perliaps you will permit me to enquire by what means you 
have become so intimately acquainted with the ways of Providence 
and the future fate of mankind, as you appear to be, from your ad, 
dress to the wretch who was convicted of murder the other day-at 
Carlisle. a Feige 

In the first place you assume, as an unqualified certainty, that the 
crime of murder subjects the perpetrator to efernal.punishment. This 
you lay down with as much confidence as though you were the au- 
thor of the decree, the reasonableness or unreasonableness of the idea 
that a single crime (whatever, its magnitude) should blot out a whole 
life of virtuous actions, or the question, whether eternal punishment 
be more than commensurate to'the largest catalogue of crimes com- 
mitted by one individual, does. not appear to have occupied your at- 
tention. Now, I recollect meeting somewhere with an opinion, ora 
suggestion rather of a more merciful cast, viz. “ Whether the term 
of 9,999,999 years of torment in fite and brimstone might not be pre- 
sumed a tolerably adequate retribution for the most sinful course of 
one short human life?” If Mr. Justice Bailey, on the contrary, had 
employed his whole life in adding figures of 9 to this number of years 
of torment, still he could not allow himself to close the account with 
an ad infinitum, No—to satisfy him and divine justice it must be 
ad ciernum. 

But, I ask again, how you can have the presumption to pretend to 
a knowledge of what may or’ may ‘not be tlie fate of your fellow- 
ereatures after they have ceased to exist hete? If you really know 80 
well'the future penalty for the crime of:murder, it is but reasonable 
to conclude that you must, of course, be acquainted with the quantim 
of punishment, or duration of suffering apportioned to lighter offences. 


But this is not all—-you even put the crimisal ia the way of evading 


and shifting this mountainous load of responsibility in the course of 


the few remaining hours allotted him to live. You first make the 
Deity a monster of cruelty and vengeance, and then a capricious, un- 
reasonable undoer of his own unchangeable doings, and this bya 
sort of hocus pocus process, contrived between you and the priest 
| (ie) you leave an inconceivably happy alternative open to the eter- 

tally condenmed criminal as a matter for his own judgment and 
choice, and merely on the condition that he listens to certain words, 
and repeats certain other words which are to be put into his mouth 
to indicate a supposed sudden mental regeneration. -So it appears it 
is not the commission of the murder at last; that is to subject him to 
eternal pun'shment, orany future punishment at all—it is the omisston, 
forsooth, of these few goods words. 

What, now, if no good priest, and no good Mr, Justice Bailey, 
were near to jog his memory, and instruct him what these good 
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saving words are? Pray, does it‘never occut to you, when you are 
ed in sentencing others (honest men too) for blasphemy, to 
ask yourself whether that term blasphemy-might not, with far greater 
iety, be applied to your own presumptuous language and con- 
duct, rather than to the writings of those who merely expose those 
ring follies, absurdities, and deceptions ? - . | 
If the makers and executors of penal laws rea/ly know, or really 
believe that a culprit going out of this world, without having yet 
conformed to, the directions of the priest, incurs eternal punishment, 
then I ask you whether these legislators and executors of such laws 
are not more atrociously cruel, and crimirial, than the murderer ofa 
million of innocent men ? | | 
This is the predicament in which you have professedly involved 
yourself, but the thing is impossible—no human being was ever so 
depraved as to be instrumental in consigning an unregenerate fellow- 
creature to. death, with a considerate bona fide belief in the monstrous 
doctrine of eternal torments, to say nothing of the justice and .con- 
sistency of a Deity who can be supposed to leave the eternal destiny 
of one man in the hands of another. Thus much in charity from 


your very obedient servant, : 
| | GOOD INTENT: 
London, Sept. 19, 1820. rat 





We again feel an inducement to fall in with our corres~ 
pondent, and lash this political, priestly, and fanatical judge. 
The first time that Mr. Justice Bailey began his career asa 
political judge, was'in the summer of 1819, at York,when, in 

essing the Grand Jury,he made his famous sermon on'the 
benefit of the national debt and a starving system of ‘taxation, 
on'the shallow pretence, that it kept up-a large-cireulation of 
mouey'by the heavy pensions, sinecures, salaries, ant dividends, 
that Were ‘paid out of it.” It is evident here, that Mr. ‘Justice 
Bailey spoke as he felt: he felt himself warm and confortable, 
and he had not the capacity to perceive’ that the dase was. dif- 
ferent with any portion of the community. ‘We rather incline 
onthe side of pity towards him, and take bim as a legal dotard. 
However, it was evident in that summer, that all the judges 
had-received instructions ‘from the cabinet 1o-make those dis- 
courses on the political state of the eountryyas one and all fell 
upon 'the “seditious :and‘ blasphemous” publications. ' It is far 
from'being' the daty of a judye ‘to take any notice whatever 
of the state or ‘affairs of the country, and ‘the ‘modern ‘mode of 
‘addressing’Grand Juries, has grown out of ‘that prating dis- 
ositton which has lately:characterized the ‘bench, and_ firat 

‘Began witha few-complimentary observations ‘to the Grand 
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Jury, inviting them, or some of. them, to diner and so op, 
Nothing can be conceived more. disgraceful than a garrulous 
judge: his office and duty requires the utmost reserve, and 
he should sit on the bench as if he was ignorant of every thing 
that was passing out of doors. Officially, he should know 
nothing beyond the walls of the court in which he sits, as above 
all others, the office of judge is an office where silence indi- 
cates dignity and imposes respect.. The political dispositions 
of our present judges, and the adulatory remarks that: pass 
between them and certain persons atthe bar, with the gar- 
rullity so prevalent in all the courts, must be painful to every 
reflecting mind, and affords-a strong presumption that cor- 
- yuption has extended her baneful influence where, above all 
other places, there should be a manly independence, free from 
the slightest taint of servility, aud an exception from all earthly 
euntroul. . A judge whilst in a court of law or justice, should 
not open his mouth, but to enforce a regularity of proceed- 
ing, to expound the law, or.to pass its sentence on offenders. 
He is the representative of the law whilst sitting on the bench, 
and should regulate himself as a machine, and not display. all 
the foibles common to man_in.society. But to come more 
closely with Judge Bailey, we would’ first observe, that his 
observation to the Editor of this publication previous to passing 
sentence, was as hypocritical as it was false: ‘¢ that had he the 
Editor directed the purchasers of his Deistical publications to 
their antidote at the same time, such as the writings of Lord 
Littleton, Soame Jenyns, and the Bishop Watson of Laudaf, 
it would shave: been an extenuation. of his conduct. The 
Editor cannot. think but that. it was. known to Mr. Juslice 
Bailey that he had. published a cheap edition of Bishop Wat- 
‘son’s reply to Paine; and that>he was at all times ready: to 
ve facility to the distributors of all kinds of religious tracts, 
giving them the liberty to stand behind his counter, and 
supply uitously all his customers. ‘This was as notorious 
-in London as the present persecution of ‘the Queen. Mr. 
Justice Bailey took care to make this paltry excuse for the 
severity of his sentence, when he knew. there was no oppor- 
tunity of;contradicting it. ’ . 2 Bp | 
"His conduct at York, on the. trial of Messrs. Hunt. and 
; others, evineed a gross partiality, and an-endeavour to conceal 
the merits of the case the better to ensure a verdict... His set- 
an Knight and others for attending a meeting at Haber- 
gam Eves to two years ‘imprisonment, and’ Mr.’ Hunt for 
attending that at Manchester to thirty montlis imprisonment, 
































Mot practice the myst savage deeds, in- the propagating of his 
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-foims a'proof that he is as willing to be led by the nose by the 


present ministers, as any man in the profession of the law. ©. 
“id late address to the men who pleaded guilty to. the 
arge of High Treason, because their employers had no volun- 
ary evidence to bring ‘against them, and thus were glad to 
get out of the business by promising safety to the ‘prisoner 
wag as presumptuous as it was false and delusive. God: 
Nature! ‘to iw thou decreed poverty, misery and ‘starva- 
tion to man, the better to draw his attention towards thee, 
was'as blasphemous as‘it was infamous, and in my opinion, 
delivered asa deluding and deliberate ‘falsehood, knowingly 
and with intent. Mr. Justice Bailey is one of those fanatics 
that is alarmed for his religion or favourite idolatry, and begins 
to fear and tremble when he sees it exposed tothe test of reason. 
Heis conscious that the Goddess Reason will triumph over his 
dols; and then ‘he will have written his commentary on ‘the 
bodk of Common Prayer in vain. He fears a just-exposure 
before he is prepared to leave ‘his post, and writhes under the 
idea that he is thé detected advocate ‘of delusion, error, and 
falsehood. | | EDITOR: 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 


* Who dares think one thing and another tell, 
_ “ My soul detests him as the gates of hell,” 
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“Who was the méekest man? Moses!!!” 


My dear Sir, 


" ‘Upon’a perusal of ‘the’ gross impostures of the Jewish lawgiver, an 


unpréejudiced person ‘would, I should imagine, uatarally conclude 
that the answer to the above question, was intended as the severest 
satite; the bitterest sarcasm, that could possibly be passed upon such 
a mant He could not, for a moment, believe that it was a ques- 
fon seriously put, in order that it might as seriously receive the above 
sientive reply. Who was the meckest: man? Moses, say Jews 


So, perhaps, was Mahomed in the seraglio; and I ~ 


question whether, upon the whole, he had not a much better clann to 
ch a character than his brother impostor, Moses. And yet, what 
do Christions represent hin? Every thing that is vile, brutal, and ‘in- 


famous, And why? Because, say they, and very justly too, he es- 


tablished his religion in blood and ‘desolation !—blaspheming the Most 
“gh, by tepresenting himself as commissioned by him, to reveal, his 
Will “to man, by such horrid and abominable means. But how did 

establish the stupid and- ridiculous religion ofthe Jews? 


Was it! not ‘by the same cruel and unjustifiable means? Did be 
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doctrines—deeds, upon. the bare mention of yhich, the soul shrinks 
affrighted: with ‘horror and disgust ; and 1s:still more astounded and 
appalled at the awful consideration, that there are thousands, and tens 
of thousands, even in the present day, who consider him In the light 
of a prophet, and .as one approved .of, and commissioned by, the 
Great Creator of the ‘Universe—the Parent and Benefactor of the 

whole human race! . 

“ The priest, who. plagues the world, can never mend; 
** No foe to man was e’er to God a friend. 

‘¢ Let reason and let virtue faith maintain, 

* All force but this is invpiqus, weak, and vain.’” 

I know it has been urged, even by the more enlightened and liberat 
professors of Christitinity, as an extenuation, or rather, as an apology 
for such ‘savage ‘proceedings on the part of this man and his deity, 
thatthe gross ignorance and barbarity of the Jewish people, which, 
strange to say, exceerled those of any other cotemporary nation, com- 
bined with. other cireumstances, rendered such a, line of conduct ab- 
solutely indispensable, in establishing them as a nation, confirming 
them in the.belief of one Supreme Being, and convincing them cf his 
gréat and. awfyl-attributes. But, surely, in converting either an indi- 
vidual or a-people, the same means that would be considered incon- 
sistent with the character and attributes of deity in‘the present day, 
must have been considered equally.so from ‘eternity. The attributes 
of omnipotence, wisdom, and immortality of the Divine Being, do 
not permit the idea fora moment to obtrude itself upon the mind, 
that any individual, or people, whatever may or might have been tlieir 
character, circumstances, or situations, could cause Him, who stands 
unrivalled both in heaven and earth, in power, justice, mercy, and be- 
nevolénce, to deviate from those principles which are the necessary 
and exclusive characteristics of deity, Andif it were requisite, in or- 
tler that any:portion of ‘mankind)might possess a correct knowledge 
of their Maker, that | miraculous, or any other interposition of the 
deity should take place, it would not. be such an ove as would, in after 
ages; tend to destrey, or, at least, 1o,render, doubtful the divine attr 
butes ; but, rather, oue.that would tend to.explain and confirm them. 
With as: muehxpropriety might.it bemrged, that according as the con- 
stitution of «man varies,.so ought ,all surrounding nature to vary, in 
order to accommodate herself to its weakness and intirmities ; as that 
the conduct, ‘and consequently the, attributes.of the deity ought to 
vary according ‘as the situation or circumstance, ‘gnorance, or im- 
provement of mankind varies. If man wishes to be the healthy and 
athletic being ‘he is. said at. one time to have beens. he must use, the 

means ‘to become such. . He must live. more temperately, and pam- 

+ less his body,;and not expecta miracle to be, performed .in the 
ealing or the strengthening of his animal, any more than of lis imen- 

tal frame. It nevershas been,: and never will. be, done, whatever@ 

crafty priesthood, may atlirm to the contrary. | 
Strange and unnatural; indeed, must have been the disposition F 
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the Jewish people to be convinced of the omnipotence of their deity, 
only by a dlisplay of powers which were equally possessed by his crea- 
tures*—of his justice, by the'fostering of them tasthe exclusion of 
the rest of mankind—of his lové and mercy, by his forbearance'towards’ 
themselves, and his cruelties toward others— of his forgiveness, by 
requiring an. adequate compensation or' satisfaction for their transgres- 
sions; and of his immutability, by the frequent withdrawing of his 
love, and his, still more. frequent declarations of repentance and re- 
morse, that he bad ever selected them from among, other uations, as 
the people of his peculiar love and favour =—* tir 
Who was the meekest man? Moses, say the priests ; and tiad the 
question been who was the meekest amongst priests ? we might, perhaps, 
have hesitated: before we questioned the correctuess’ of the reply ; ¢s~ 
cially, when recent events, as well as those that have transpired in 
be darker ages of the world, have tended. to confirm us in, the , belief 
that none are so. cruel,. oppressive, vindictive, and unrelenting,,as pro- 
phets and priests, whenever a fair opportunity,is afforded them.of ma+ 
nifesting their real dispositions. rae ig dbple 
Who, was the meckest of men? Moses, reiterate the priests, and 
those who have no eyes, no ears, no understandings, no opinions inde- 
tof these men, of. which there are an immense:-multitude, rez- 
dily believe them. But what: do priests. really think of this’ man? 
Anything but what they represent him ; and no doubt amongst them- 
selves, Moses is a nick-name for the. devil, or every thing that is-pes- 
tiferous. “Thus, when speaking to each other of any particular scoun- 
drel, impostor, robber, plunderer, murderer, assassin, or instigator to 
the. vilest and most abominable crimes, they say, a more inhuman 
monster never.existed ; unless, indeed, it were. MosEs. And surely, 
ifto killa man, merely for striking another, be murder ;+_ if to.encou- 
rage an individual or people to borrow what. they never intended to 
tectum, be robbery} —if to, instigate men. to the destruction of theix 





* Instance the miracles of Aaroo’s rod becoming a serpent; of the 
waters throughout Egypt being turned into blood ; of the frogs; of the 
liee ; ofthe flies, and other miserable miraculous. interventions of the 
Jewish deity all of which, ‘it is. said, the Egyptian magicians could as 
ae form; except in the solitary and dirty instance of the fice. 

+ odus,c. 11, And it came to pass in those days, when Moses wis 
ef vegan he went out unto his brethren, and ope. : on it bards 

ed.an. tian smitivg ,an Hebrew,one of his brethren. | 
he looked this Dy a that ne and when he saw that there was no Pais 
he slew the Exyntion, and hid him in the sand. ‘And when he went out th 
epi day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together; aud He said 
to him that did the wrong, wherefore smifest thou thy fellow? And ‘he 
said, who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kitt 
lige ~ killest the Egyptian? And Moses feared and said, surely this 
ms is Known. 


+ Exodus, c. XI. XII. And the-Lord said unto Moses, yet willl bring 
one plague more upon Pharoah, aud upon Egypt; afterwards he will let 
Yougo hence: when he shalllet you go, he shall surely thrust you out 
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nearest and dearest relatives and friends only for difference of 
opinion, be the most inhuman persecution * — if to invade 
the country of an unoffending people for no other cause than 
that of plunder, and to order the indiscriminate slaughter of men, 
women, and children, be the most blood-thirsty violence+—if to be irr. 
tated at the conduct of men, for performing the most common act ofhu- 
manity, in their attentions to the softer sex, whose protectors they had 
massaered, indicate the most brutal insensibilityt and if the ordering 
of such of those women, who had known man by lying with him, 
to be put to death, under the pretext, that they had ¢. 





pete I 


hence altogether. Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man 
borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver 
and jewels of gold. And the childrea of Israel did according to the word 
of Moses ; aud they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver and jewels 
of gold, and raiment. And the Lord gave them favour in the sight of the 
Egyptians; so that they /en¢ unto them such thingsas they required: and 
_ they spoiled the Egyptians. ~ .. 

* Deuteronomy, ¢c. XIII. If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or 
thy son, orthy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend who is 
as thine owa soul, entive thee secretly, saying, let us go and serve other 
gods, which thou hast sot known, thou, nor thy fathers, Thou shalt not 
consent. uato him, nor hearken unto him ; neither shall thine eye pity bin, 
neither shalt thou spare, neither sbalt thou conceal him ; but thou shali 
surely hill him: thine hand sha!l be first apon him to put him ta death, and 

erwards the hand of allthe people. And thou shalt stone him with stones, 

the die; because he tkith sought to thrust thee away from the Lord 
oahs God, who brought thee out of ‘the land of Egypt from the house of 
are, vo bers 


t Deuteronomy, c. 11. And the Lord said unto me, (Moses) behold, 
Ihave begun to give Sihon and his land before thee: begin to possess that 
thow mayest inherit his land.’ Then Sihon ¢ame out, he and all his peo- 
ple, to fight.at Jabaz. And the Lord. our God delivered him before us, 
aud we smote him, and his sons, and. all his people. And we took alt his 
cities at that time, and utterly destroyed the men, and the women and the 
little ones of every city; we left none to remain : only the cattle we took for 
@ prey unto ourselves, and the spoil of the cities which we took. 


+ Numbers,c. XXXI. And the children of Israel took all the women 
of Midian captives, and their little ones, and took the spoil of all, thei! 
cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods. And they burot, all the 
cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with fire. Aud 
‘they touk ali the spoil and all the prey, both of nen and of beasts. And 
they brought the captives and the prey, bobh.of men and of beasts and the 
7 unto Moses and Eleazar the priest, and anto the congregation of the 
children of Israel, uato the camp, at. the plains of Moab, which ace by 
Jordan uear Jericho. And Moses and Bleazar. the priest, and all the pritees 
of the congregation, went forth to meet them without the camp. And 
~ Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the eaptains over thou- 
sands, and Captains over hundreds, whick came from the battle. And 
Moyes said unto them, have ye saved all the women alive? 
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q particular people to sin; and yet-at the same time to com- 
ors reservation of the. women children for the lustfal 
gratification of these very. people, denote thc grossest hypo- 
ory and ferocity! * — and if to affirm, that such injunctions 
wéte delivered, and such deeds .were performed, by the express 

and} of Him, who hath declared himself to be no respecter 

‘pertons, but the God and father of all flesh, who willeth 
ihe welfare of all his creatures, be the grossest calumny, the. vilest 
imposition, and the most impious blasphemy, then indeed does this’ 
beg, whom priests have termed the meekest of men, deserve the 
severest epithets. ..The common feelings of humanity would’ in- 
duse us: tos believe, that no such being ever had existence as’ this 
may Moses; and that such conduct, as is imputed. to him ‘by 
Bible testimony, vas never practised by any human being whatever ; 
but whether he had or had not existence, is not so much the ques- 
tion, as whether those who teach men to look a character of the 


_ above description with love and. reverence, as the chosen and favour- 


ed prophet of God, are not impostors of such a cast, as must excite 
feelings of the most heartfelt disgust, in every feeling and humane 


_. Your’s, with the most heartfelt esteem and admiration, 
‘miiidasaisu My dear Sir, shot 
Aug.25, 1820. : T. WHITWORTH. . 
At present at Brussels. . Sat cables 





* Numbers, c. XX XI. Behold these women caused the children ef Israel 
through the counsel of Balaam; to commit tresspass against the Lord in the 
matter of Peor,and there was.a plague among the congregation of the 
Lord... Now, therefore killevery male among the hitle ones, and kill every 
woman. that hath known man by lying with him. Bur au. THE Women 

REN THAT HAVE NOT KNOWN A MAN, BY LYING WITH HIM, KEEP 
‘Alive ror xoursetyes. And there were thirty and’ two thousand per- 
sons inal, of women that had not hnown man by lying with him.’ ANb 
mue.Lonn’s taizute (which signifies the priests tribule) was tainty 


‘SYD TWO WOME. 


“+ Denterqnomy, ¢. IJ]. Ano tae Lorn sarp unto me, (Moses) feir 
himnol: for I will deliver him, and all his people, and his land iuto thy 
; Qnd'thow shalt do unto him as thou. didst unto Sihon hing of the 
‘ites, which dwelt at Heshbon, So tHe Lorv our Gop delivered into 
Og, King of Bashan also, and all his people ; and we smote him 
ino as ft lo him remaining-— And’ we-took all his cities at that 

Were was’ nbt'a city which we took not from’ them, threescore 
all the région of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan, All these 
were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars, besides uit walled owns 
tihany.° And we ly destroyed them, as we did unto Siboti kitig 
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' Mollihoa: tier ly dessrdyier the men, women. and. children, : of: evety 


- But all the cattie, and the spoil of the cities we took for a prey to 
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RADICAL REFORM 'IN’PINANCE. 
- : 
Far the Editor of the Republican. 


_ Sir, He A , 

. Allow me toembrace this, opportunity of congratulating you m 
the recent: appearanee, of “ the principles of an equitable ‘and eff. 
cient system of fiuanee;’ a system of taxation that would proper- 
tionate the burthensite the: respective capacities of the rich, the poor 
and the: industrious, bas long been wanted by reformers; ‘the presént 
mode of: taxation — compared to the pigmy bearing the castle 
of the elephant, all the weight of taxation is borne bythe labouring 
poor, while the boroughmongers, our masters, are contpariatively et- 
emptied. | | 

The modus apérandi of the present plan is of a piece with the 
rest of their government, their object is evidently to. barbarize, im- 

verish, and degrade, the people; they have got them down, and 
it is evidently their intention to. keep them in the same humble posi- 

tion; they want to continue that superiority over them, they have so 
~ unhappily gained ; the boroughmongers and the few rich intend that 
the labouring multitude, should only exist upon the condition that 
they constantly work for their lords and masters. 


The reform in the finances I wish to point out to your readers, and 
which is just introduced to public notice by Mr. Wilkinson, combines 
all the fundamental features of a aud and permanent system of 


finance’; itis founded upon principles that should recommend it to 
all governments, who have the happiness of the people in view, aud 
who wishes to be strong and splendid; but in.it are happily combined 
those elements, that would tend to preserve the liberties of the peo- 
ple ; when all the citizens are in every state not enabled to maintain 
theis relative rank in society, such .a separation will : take place 
as would be the forerunner of that inequality that has caused 
the Present baneful consequences in England; an unequal system 
of taxation adopted by sophistry or ignorance, has produced those 
extremities of rank now so conspicuous in, this country —it has 
taken a disproportioned sum from the poor and not eiiough from she 
‘rich, you may consider that the continuance of this fallacious system 
for near a century, under the names of customs, excise, and assessed 


taxes, sufhcient to produce on one hand ‘weal hmongers, 
‘and on the other penurious' slaves, ealthy beroughmong 


_ You are aware that corruption finds one of its Corinthian capitals 
in the collection of the public revenye, that the people in fact, ate 


kept in subjection chietly from this, and’even as the whole sus is laid 
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out upon such persons only as support the government. The plan pro- 
ie annihilate this dreadful species of corrupt government, 


their influence atising from. sinecures, the army, andthe navy, are 

with that from collecting the revenue. The new sys- 

onstrates ts of above four;millions annually might be saved 

ckets o a starvin ple, but even this immense sum 

st =be cat fi an inconsid susidixabile ‘sdivantage comipared with the remo- 

val la such an immense quantity of corrupt influence applied by the 

mongers to the basest of purposes, You know how much 

the tax-gatherers, have opposed reform in Parliament, but they will 

more fancorously oppose Mr, Wilkinson’s plan, that at once disposes 

of, all the Rr reclueénts P of the whole venal crew, and proposes tocol- 

ag lange, a revenue as.can’be ‘wanted for’ less ‘than 60,0001: 

years, They have already began to manifest an acrimonious animosity 

tothe new, but ifit is, whacedane ‘to be, founded upon the basis of ‘truth 

itwill sparn ‘their contemptible efforts, Econclude for the present'with 

recommending the plan to your consideration, aud will again’ resume 
Sern 

1 am, admirable Sir, 


EEPOGING C80) 75985" Your most obedient, 
tog gHenyitlsverite ot seit AN Ou ConnesPonnEnt.. 





We insert the followin prdaldiz morceau, to stint the 
‘ithings of one of corraptions tools; ‘ot sonie'membér'of the 
Vibe’ * We ‘cah only’ add’ tHat we’ ‘the Writer Wil 
hire it in’ print, that” he" thay “Tear what our Coliterpt t for 
hil and His own saree "it: we might judge b ae oh 
) pest she yt, wer Was AQme, oft al re 
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rods hao Me hii “7 Mi 
us wretches a tha: bn Rr. and unremittingly avow your 


| communication of sacred truth, hear, and. be,con- 
ou are ‘fully bent and determined. to propagate your 

nue tidns, upon a degenerate and unthinking race of, mor- 
Pos te fe are others as | deniers to punish you and yours, for the 


dacity ht maintain in putting at tlefiance all meral and social 
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There will soon be an end to your diabolical effusions; for shoylg 
it so happen that an event which you contemplate, and accelerate 
should occur, there is a strong division in the country who will down 
with your house and fire it, to convince the world that such abomi. 
nable sentiments, you issue, shall not exist m this once happy coun- 
try, now undermined by a set of self-named, upstart, patriots, who, 
making up by assiduily of intrigue, their inferiority in real conse 

uence, have of late, acquired some new proselytes, and with them the 
He of superseding their rivals in the favour of the sovereign, and 
overpowering them in the House of Commons. Delusive dreams! 
never to be realized. ‘The great and good—the wise and virtuous of 
these realms, will not permit it, though London, and a few more re- 
fractory populous disaffected towns should vociferate Reform—the 
reform you utter means.a total subversion of Our present dynasty, 
which, though offensive to you, will be maintained with that spirit, 
when the period arrives, that a people can shew it, and it is demand- 
ed, that will cause all you revolutionists to shrink into your native no- 
thingness! ’Tis possible, you may work a deal of mischief; aad a 
deluded populace may effect'it; but you, and other ringleaders, will 
be dragged into day-light, and make you suffer—you.shall never exist 
to enjoy the benefits, if any arise, upon the melancholy event you have 
in mind. You have enjoyed too much liberty—the reins of power 
have been held too slack over you; and- that has caused your dege- 
nerate and unworthy souls to contemplate so devilish a prospect. 
Now, did you endeavour to reform men’s minds, impress their u0- 


‘derstandings with alove of each other, and to be subordinate in 
every respect, to obey their superiors, and leave to them the govem- 


ment of the country, then, indeed, would you be a sterling patriot in 


-every sense of the word ; but 1 have done, at present, I hold you as 


an infidel;—and, therefore, should the. work commence which you 


and others have assisted to bring abont, our duty will be to convince 


you, you are wrong ; repent, then, ere too late. We are already 
strong enough to take off the majority of the leading radicals !-~Do 
not place too much reliance on the suceess of your schemes, That 


which is well achieved is done well, and quietly, 


From a 


TRUE BRITON. 


~~ iam ee lees cle COU 
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GONTINUATION OF REPLY TO THE REY. THO- 
MAS HARTWELL. HORNE’S PAMPHLET, ENTI- 
TLED “ DEISM REFUTED.” From p. 144. 





- 


The second Book of Chronicles ends with a broken story, 
which is taken.up again in the Book of Ezra, ‘and -affords a 
proof that those two, books were written by the same person, 
and originally attached. _The Book of Ezra evidently forms 
part of the same Chronicle, but to me the division appears to 
have been made, because the former part concludes the Chroni- 
cles of the Kings of Israel and Judah, and the latter part, 
whichis called the Book of Ezra, takes up the subject of 
Cyrus giving tothe captive Jews authority to return to the land 

Judea, and to rebuild their city and temple. 
- There are three stories in “ Holy Writ” about the manner 
in which the Jews did return from the Babylonish captivity, 
and did rebuild their city and temple. ‘Two of them are alike 
in some respects, namely, the Book of Ezra and the first 
Book of Esdras in the Apocrypha. (It is generally believed 
that those two names imply the same person, whether they do 
orno isa matter of indiflerence at present, but I should ob- 
serve that there is a wide difference in the manner of spelling 
the same names in different versions of the Bible. Josephus, 
throughout his history, resembles the names in the Apocrypha, 
and relates the tales related there, which circumstance forms 
a proof that in his days the Apocrypha was received as genuine 

oly Writ, as,well as any other part of the Bible.) The 
third account, which is to be found in the Book of Nehemiah 
differs from the other two in a very important point. The two 
Books of Ezra or Esdras say, that Cyrus first. gave the Jews 
liberty to return and build their city and temple: then we find 
Artaxerxes on the thione, and he forbids them from proceed- 


Jng any further in it: then comes Darius, and heallows them 


ee again according to the decree of Cyrus: then a 
little further on we are told that Ezra, or Esdras, obtained a 
decree from Artaxerxes to collect all the gold and silver he 
could , and carry it to Jerusalem, and throughout the Book 
of Ezra or Esdras we find him the chief among the Jews at 


- ‘Jerusalem. The Book of Nehemiah represents him as obtain- 


ing also a decree from Artaxerxes to vo up to Jerusalem, and 
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the building.of. the city,.and temple, and .throy 
ers hi the as pe es ‘and i 
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rr f tie and ehemiah, 

there. is.a list of the families, and their numbers, that returned 

from Babylon, and the one account is evidently a copy from 

fancier, ‘or, both froma, the same, but in this they have ma- 

to alter the numbers, and one family, is represented with 

usandmore,in.one book than;thé.other ;. some differ. one, 

two, and. three hundred, some ae hem agree, and, some hav 

hut trivial differences, 


Phere are, also: twa.tales i in those. yma, books which. exideniiy 
apply to the same subject, it, is on. the: Jews having, on_ their 
return from Babylon,. either, brought with them, or taken sub- 

sequently, wives from, strange, nations, and: having attributed 
some of their disasters do.this ‘circumstance, The merit of re- 
forming, this.ciccumsiance is derail, both by Ezra and Nehe- 
aaiah, in their, several books... Ezra is made to.use the follow. 
ing-language on the subjech i... 

‘4h. and when F-heard this t rent my garment dnd? m nasil 
en off the bait of = a ar bien and mt ain 
asto rr iv 


pt ae be =a pat away ‘théir wiver’aind ufidren that on 
0 


bwish sept VNeheitiiah} in “giving: ‘his’ a 
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ie litter book. This difference of names in the different — 


yersions’ of thie Holy Writ is very perplexing, for insta 
Oshea; Hoshea, Joshua, Jeshua, Jehoshua, ae Jesus are tic 
various names attributed ‘to the successor of Moses!) This 
first Book of Esdras has some few stories and inciderits which 
are not related in the Book of Ezra, one is an atcount of three 
young men contending before Darius as to which was the 
strongest; Wine, the King, or Women: the advocate of wo~ 
nien gains the prize by shewing that even the king is subject 
to women, and afterwards he passes an eulogium upon the 
triith, as stronger than all things, and what endureth for ever. 
Jf this champion ef women and the truth had lived now a day, 


he would discover, that the latter had been long out of fashion. 


and ‘was still very unfashionable, and scouted, and derided. . 
The second Book of Esdras begins with running back a 
from thé author to Aaron, through the famous Hil- 
1, who found the book of the law amongst some old rubbish 
in the temple, and ‘took it to a fortune-telling woran, or 
original gipsy, to say what it was! ~ Esdras, in this book, ag- 
sumes the character of a prophet, and sets aside that of the 
scribe and the priest, and begins his book in the true prophetie 
stile. “And the word of the Lord came unte me, saying,” 
and then runs on into a drift of nonsense like all true prophets: 
The book is filled with prophetic instructions, some from the 
word of the Lord, some from a voice in a bush, and some 
from an‘angel ‘who comes on pu 
aia sure, my readers will got be disappointed if I pass over the 
whole, as it is ia the true Jewish style, but I shall make a few 
short extracts, if it is but for my own amusement. I am in- 
clined to think that it was this Esdras, or the person who 
wrote the books under his name, who, unintentionally, laid 
the foundation of the Christian veligion : he is unquestionably 
the first to speak of a Saviour fer the heathen and a Son-of 

God. insert the tale-—  _- | 

“1 Esdras received a charge of the Lord upon the Mount’O ,” 
that I should go unto Isridel bat when J psn unto them, than ot 
me at nought, and despised the commandment of the Lord. And 
€ | say unte you, O ye heathen, that hear and understand; 


x4 herefore 
lt fo your shepherd, be shall give you everlasting rest; for he is 





a It thay be wontlered how Esdras, who was a captive at Babylon, or 
SPrest; or.scribe, or prophet, at Jerusalem, should have been upow 
reat which was situated at a great. distance from either, in the 
Be 7 ty through which scarce any one passed ! 

ou. IV. No. 5. uk 


Se 


to instruct him, andI . 

























-+r ~~ 


ee 


: — 
bee or ies - “n ‘ “ ~ =e - 
-_~- Se et ethlineet on aden onan — . ~ . . 
= - OT a ' = ; io . OO 
AEP IERIE FO PRES Cshan te nant ne ety LY ME UR ee pee oe Samm © mer te Hy ea > an? 
; - 
4 


- . 
— =e an 


ote - ~ 
F i 


- | 
7 —s ee 


ee ae mre ee ee 


aa er 


ARE, pte seh pee 


ee 
i ae at . 
Se ee. ok 


a 


a ee os 


i eo a sacaiet-> a\-adineel 


~ 


> Sr =a meee a FF OT ere 2 


~epgt 


eo 






















166 THE REPUBLICAN. 


nigh at hand that shall come in the end of the world. Be ready to 
the reward of the kingdom, for the everlasting shall. shine upon yoy 
for evermore.’ Flee the shadow of this world, receive the joyfulness 
of your glory : I testify. my Saviour openly... O receive the gift that 
is given you, and be glad, giving thanks unto him that hath called 
to the heavenly kingdom. Arise up, and stand, behold the num. 
ber of thase that be sealed in the feast of the Lord. Which are de. 
parted from the shadow of the world, and have received glorious 
garments of the Lord, ‘Take thy number, O Sion, and shut up those 
of thine that are clothed in white, which have fulfilled the law of the 
Lord. The number of thy children, whom thou longedst for, is ful- 
filled:: beseech the power of the Lord, that thy people, which have 
been called.from the beginning, may be hallowed!” 
_ ], Esdras, saw upon the mount Sion a great people, whom I could 
notnumber, and they all praised the Lord with songs. And in the 
midst of them there was a young map of a high stature, taller than all 
the rest, and upon every one of their heads he set crowns, and: was 
more exalted ; which I marvelled at greatly, So 1 asked the angel 
and said, Sir, what are these? Jie answered and said unto me, these 
they that have put off the mortal clothing, and put on the immor- 
tal, and confessed the name of God: now are they crowned and 
receive palms. ‘Then said i unto the angel, What young person is it 
that crownetl them, and giveth them palms m their lands? So be 
answered, and said unto mé, It is the son of God, whom they have 
confessed in the world.. Then began I greatly to commend them 
that stood so stifily for the name of the Lord, Then the angel said 
unto, me, Go thy way, and tell my people what manner of things, and 
how great wonders of the Lord thy God thou hast seen.” 


_ The angel is most abruptly introduced. into. this visionary 
dialogue. [ am inclined to think that this. book is the work of 
a later date, and belongs to some Christian: it is in the true 
Christian style, and if it could be proved to me that it was 
‘written by the Ezra or Esdras, who was acaptive at Babylon, 
J should have no hesitation in saying, that ib was he who. laid 
the foundation of the Christian religion. Iishould like to hear 
the opinions of some of the learned: Rabbies on. this book. 
The angel Uriel is made to appear to Esdras to answer 
all. the questions that might be put. to him. about the future. 
ex,the angel: has told him, how happy and. prosperous some 
future. generations of the Jews are to Esdras, very wisely 
‘asks, what advantage that will be to the past and the present, 
-*who have suffered: so many -hardships, indignities, and mise- 
Ties; why does not God treat all his chosen people alike? and 
why, if he be inclined to chasten them. for their offences, he 
does not do it with his own hand,..and not: make. the heathen 
his instruments ? This query. hafiles the angel; he makes but 
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uffling excuse and answer ; and this query, in my opi- 
yn would baffle a wiser man than the aig I Uriel, add 
# flash conviction on any rational mind, that the Jews are 
ro more the favourites of the God of Nature than ay other 
sect of human beings. The God of Nature makes no distinc- 
tions, he is alike the parent of all, and treats all alike: but the 

Jews,from their superstitious notions, have made themselves 
miserable, and will continue to do so, and be visible as a dis- 
tinct sect, as long as they retain those superstitious notions, 
and the custom of confining their marriages to their own sect. 
Let them onee begin to intermatry and follow the custom in 
which they may live, and they would be lost-sight of in a few 
years. As long as they practice an idolatry distinct froin 
other people, they will ever remain a distinct people. 

* Teannot but think that this book is a forgery in the name 
of Esdras, it is as much in the style of the Christian writers.of 
old, as any thing in the New Testament. The seventh chapter 
maketh mention of Jesus aud Christ as the son of Ged; vsho 
is to die, and then the end of the world, and the resurree- 
tion and judgment, and has all the dogmas of the Christian 
religion as they were received in the first three centuries of 
the Christian era. The visions and the similitudes correspond 
more with the Christian writers than with the Jewish. In 
fact the Jews could not receive this bodk and reject the Chris- 
tian religion, for it contains the very fouadation and essence 
of that religion. There might’ have been interpolations made 
in it for the purpose of entrapping the poor Jews, for what I 
know, for I pretend to ne kno e of the Hely Scriptures 

the English version, and I have ne desire to search for 

their merits any further. 1 doubt not, but that the man who 

is’ aperfect master of the oricutal languages, if he were 

honest ‘and well disposed, might point out some glaring frauils 
Which are not to be reached m the English language. 

‘I shall insert the fourteenth chapter of the second book of 

iras, and then have.done with hina, as I ean neither make 

Jew nor Christian of him. 

_“ And it came to passupon the third day, 1 sat under an oak, and, 
behold, there came a voice out of a bush over against me, and said 

ras, Esdras. And I sdid, here ain I, Lord. And I stood up upon 

Yfeet, Then'said he unto-me, inthe bush I did uragifestly reveal 
rid tito Moses, and‘talked witly him, when my pwopleé served? ini 

pt. Ani’ T sent ‘liim, aid'‘led my people out of Egypt, and brought. 
hit up to’the mount of Sindi, where [held him by me a long season, 
told’ him niany wondrous things, aud shewed him-the eecrets- of 
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the times, and the'end ; and commanded him, saying, These words 
shitlt thou declare, and these wordsshalt thou hide. And now I say 
unto thee, That thou lay up in thy heart the signs that I have shewed, 
and the dreams that thou hast seen, and the interpretations which 
thou hast heard: For thou shalt be taken away from all, and from 
henceforth thou shalt remain with my son, and with such as be like thee, 
until the times be ended. For the world hath lost his vouth, and the. 
times begin to wax old. For the world is divided into twelve parts, 
and the ten parts of it are gone already, and half of a tenth part: and 
there emaineth that which is after the half of the tenth part. Now 
therefore set thine house in order, and reprove thy,people, comfort 
such of them as be in trouble, and now. renounce corruption. Let 
go from thee mortal thoughts, cast away the burdens of man, ‘put 
off now the weak nature, and set aside the thoughts that are 
most heavy unto thee, and haste thee to flee from these times. 
For yet greater evils than those which thou hast seen happen shall be 
done hereafter. Por look how much the world. shall be weaker 
through age, so- much the more shall evils increase upon them that 
dwell therein. For the.truth is fled-far away, and leasing is hard at 
hand : for now hasteth the vision to. come, which thou hast seen. Then 
answered I before thee, and said, Behold, Lord, I will go, as thou 
hast commanded me, and reprove the people which are present: but 
they that shall be born afterward, who shall admonish them? Thus 
the world is set in darkness, and they that dwell therein are without 
light. For thy law is burnt, therefore no man knoweth the things that 
are done of thee, or the works that shall begin. But if I have found 
grace beforethee, send the Holy Ghost into me, and I shall write all that 


hath been done in the world since the beginning, which were written 


in thy law, that men may find thy path, and that they which will live 
in the latter days may live. And he answered me, saving, Go o 
way, gather the people together, and say unto them, that they se 
thee not for forty days. But look thou, prepare thee many box trees, 
‘and take with thee Sarea, Dabria, Selemia, Ecanus, and Asiel, these five 
which are ready to write swiftly; and come hither, and I shall light 
a.candle of understanding in thine heart, which shall not be put out, 
till the things be performed which thou shalt bégin to write. And 
when thou hast done, some things shalt thou publish, and some 
things shalt thou shew secretly to the wise’: to-morrow this hour shalt 
thou begin to write. Then went I forth, as he commanded, and ga- 
thered all the people together, and’ said, hearthese words, O Israel. 
- Our fathers at the beginning were strangers in Egypt, from whence 

they were. delivered; and received the law.of lite, which they kept 
not, which ye also have transgressed after them, ‘Then was the land, 
even the land of Sion, parted among you by.lot,; but your fathers, 
aud ye yourselves, have done unrighteousness, and have not kept the 
ways which the ii 78 commanded you. And forasmuch as he 
18 a righteous judge, 
given you, And now are you here, and ‘your brethren among you: 


e took from_you im time the thing that he had 








see ee lS ll el 








—_— — = ——_——l 


‘pherefore if so be that you will subdue your own understanding, and 
feform your hearts, ye shall be kept alive, and after death ye shall ob- 
fait mercy: For after death shall the judgment come, when we shall 

‘again: and then shall the names of the righteous be manifest, and 
the works of the ungodly shall be declared. Let no man therefore 
come unto me now, nor seek after me these forty days. So I took the 
five men, as he commanded me, and we went into the field, and 
femained there. And the next day, behotd, a voice called me, saying 
Esdras, open thy mouth, and drink that I give thee to drink. Then 


‘opened I my mouth, and behold, he reached me a full cup, which 


was full as it were with water, but the colour of it was like fire. And I 


took it,and drank: and when I had drunk of it, my heart uttered ° 


understanding, and wisdom grew iu my breast, for my spirit strength- 
ened my memory : and my mouth was opened, and shut no more. 
The Highest gave understanding unto the five men, and they wrote the 
wonderful visions of the night that were told, which they knew not: 
aud they sat forty days, and they wrote in the day, and at night they 
afte bread. As for me, I spake in the day, and held not my tongue 
by wight. In forty days they wrote two hundred and four books. 
And it came to pass, when the forty days were fulfilled, that the 


‘Highest spake, saying, The first that thou hast written publish open- 


ly, that the worthy and unworthy may read it ; But keep the seventy 
lust, that thou mayest deliver them only to such as be wise among the 
people: for in them is the spring of understanding, the fountains of 
wisdom, and the stream of knowledge. And I did so.” 


The first circumstance that attracts noiice in this chapter, 
isthe bush conference, or the god of Esdras hiding. himself 
behind a bush whilst he spake with him, no doubt in imita- 
tion of the great Jehovah in his conferences with Moses. 
The second circumstance is about the world growing old. I 
should think the eleventh and twelfth part must have expired 

me before this time. This idle notion, about the end of the 
World drawing near, has existed as far back as we have any 


history written or traditionary. Christians, in the first age of 


Christianity looked for it daily, and as they became disap- 
outed, and tired of waiting for the second coming of their 
aviour, they put. it--off for_a longer. period, and since that 


‘time, it has. been kept at two hundred years distance: but 


some wilder fanatics can always see in the signs of the times, 
according to their Holy Scripture prophecies, that the end is 
near, and that these are the latter times spoken ef. Learn, 
fanatics, that mattér is imyerishable—indestructible, and that 
there can be no end to’ what you call the world. 

., Lhe writer of the foregoing chapter, nay of the whole book, 
Must, in my opinion, have lived within the Christian era: he 
here speaks of the Holy Ghost, and appears to have drunk a 
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euip full of it dissolved in some liquor. He 
within the Christian era, or fotmnded the Christian Pele 
Josephus takes no notice of this hook, or any thing ental 
in it; whereas he embraces all the other tales of the A ning 
a, As to the manner ia which Esdras is said to have a 
tated the two hundred and four books, it is laughable, at | ay 
It-has been the opinion of some, that Ezra was the com Pig 
all the books of the Old Testament, and they have inethe on 
famous dictating of books an argument in support of this - 
tion. I am satisfied myself that their origin must be 4 ted 
after the first destruction of Jerusalem and the first t re 
for I can believe that they had a temple as well as Ms i 
rounding nations, but not such a splendid one as the Bible 
says. There is one thing evident, that all idolaters, f the 
earliest we have any account of, down to the Chri ti tip! ti 
present day, have ever believed their God, or Gods, ot God. 
desses, to have been immortal and omnipotent ; and beli ma 
this, each sect or nation that differed in the name of thei “Got, 
ag Ls sale must naturally have felt a sont for 
I or esses of other countries, and at th 
time a reverential awe for their own. But in this re. 
spect, and according to their own Scie Pee Jews bi wel 
a contrast to themselves, as Lord Cast ere oh says for th ; 
seem always to have deserted their riktiouiid od i thes 
ether countries. The second Book of Esd Ete lice oak 
temptible in its language and composition if it ~ ner ibe, 
than anyother book in the Bible. I takeit tobe af ory, o@ Ue 
name of the Ezra or Esdras mentioned i the fi Toasts 
I believe it Was not a custom among th ") ‘f or ‘a 
individual to fill the oftice of prophet and ioribe mH h Tater 
a considered inferior in dignity to the form th prc ge 
the tool of the other. The office of ibe h sa ol 
mon in all countries since the use of letters. ptt 
ig next book in rotation is the book of E ther, b thi 
contains a mere story or ro sthor, but, a6 os 
<papadhonel ha RAS Sen y mance, and.as there is nothing 
eva what is probable, I shall 
serving, that | think it no credit to valtty oe Bag em 
tions of decency, to have such a tale ih el by beak 
ar used for the instruction of childr Laie sou pute 
ne story of preparing or purifyi vee ant young people: 
King Ahasuerus, is such hy mu tae Sed Taek at or , 
Sout and every damsel. Virt 5 Sede = entero ‘ee 
ould net enier the minds of Ai terpenes 
should not be forced upon thei. 5 Sora edema 


Yo all mankind of whatever clime or colour. If our Bible So- 
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The next..book is the book of Job, and to this Iam happy 
to say; that the Jews cannot lay claim, as the production’ of 
any one belonging to them, It is a’ contrast tothe writings 
of the Jews, and is one-of those books which in a gréat mea-: 
sure cements the other: books of the Bible, as it is free from 
that nauseous and disgusting trash, which most of the other 
hooks abound in. It is a drama of the Persians, and is the 
work of a Philosopher, as well as a man of poetical genius. 
In corroboration of this assertion, I have to say, that in the 
library belonging to the East India House in Leadenhall 
Street, there is an original copy in the Persian language, in 
the form of the Drama, as it is performed to this day in Per- 
sia. ; Its language and composition are elegant, and displayed 
a considerable depth of knowledge in natural philosophy for 
so early. an age as it must have been written in. I doubt not; 
but that the Persian copy has the Ormusd and the Ahrimanes 


mentioned, which the Jew and Christian has converted to God: 


and Satan, in the beginning of the Drama. It is a disgrace'to 
this, book, to call it the word of God: it isthe product of a 
man of genius and ability, superior to any god that ever én- 
tered the mind of an idolater. It is beyond question, that 
this:book was carried by the Jews from their captivity to Je- 
rusalem, and ia.my opinion is a further confirmation that the 
Jews bad no writings as a law, nor any kind of collection 
before that time. There is nothing in all the books of the 
Bible, that can prove any thing of the kind. They are evi- 
dently a compilation of the latter date, founded on previous 
traditions. . Whether the books of Jewish history were written 
by Esdvas, after drinking a portion of the Holy Ghost dissolved 
by.a:chemical process, [ cannot pretend to say, but this I find, 
that the closer [ read the Bible, and the further I go into it, 
the.more. assured I feel, that it is a work of a much later 
date than is ascribed to the early part of it. Josephus does: 


not claim the book of Joh as.a piece of Jewish history. 


A\pass over the book of Psalms, and come to the book of 
Proverbs... This book, and the book of Job, are the only two 
books in the Bible that can be truly said to convey moral in- 
struction: they are free from that gross falschood, obscenity, 
and fanaticism, which mosi of the other books abound in. The 
book of Proverbs if well arranged, and with. a few omissions, 
Would make a book of moral precepts, to which Philosophy 
Could add nothing. ‘The precepts are brief, simple, and elé~ 
gant; they are such as no sect can cavil with, and are adapted: 
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cieties..would. cause the. book of Proverbs: to be.re-arrang , 
and lop off the few objectionable. sentences’ that sesipbntend 
in. it, and.then make a.general circulation: of it divested of the- 
rubbish that surrounds it, they would confer a benefit indeed. 
on all societies that came within their operation. . I do. not 
believe that.there is a moral. precept necessary for the happi- 
ness of man in society, but-what is to be found beautifully 
expressed in this book. The pith of the book is contained.in 
that. part, which. evidently formed.a distinct part originally, 
from: the tenth to the twenty-fourth chapter inclusive. Thus 
much appears to be the production ov.the collection, and com. 
pilation of ne person, it stands confessedly unconnected with. 
other parts of the book, whieh are by ne means equal to it in. 
style. or ability. It is, headed.“ The Proverbs of Solomon,”. 
but I cannot consent to make any Jew the author of it... The: 
book called.the ‘Songs of.Selomen” appears to be charac- 
teristic, and coincides with the account; given of him ia the: 
Jewish fables. . But. the man. who through. life had. either in- 
dulged in an excess.of love for women, or in, fanaticism, which 
is, its contrast, could never /have penned. such proverbs as.are 
laid down in ‘this book, |,.1t; must; have been..the work of ia 
philosopher who had, been for, years a close and. correct ob- 
server of all the incidents and. relations of society. . This phi- 
losopher was: not a king, if ever a king deserved that honours: 
able epithet. ; : : : | 
I am inclined to.think that all these proverbs are of Persiaa 
origin, for it is well known, that the Assyrians, the Medes, 
and the Persians, who might be viewed.as one people, were 
ever addicted to proverbial sayings and writings, above .any 
other nation, and there has been in those countries, and -con- 
Unues to be down to tnis day, although, they are now imbued 
with the fanaticism 0. Mahomet, a practical morality anda 
discernment in the regulations of life, that far exceeds any: 
thing in practice in any wart of Christendom, or amongst any 
sect of Christians. Their hospitality and, their honesty are 
such, that a stranger. confidently reposes.in:the former, and:4 
child in the latter. 


The twenty-fifth chapter begins thus, “ These are. also. prom 


“ verbs of Solomon, which ,the,.men of Hezekiah. king of: 


Judah copied. out.” 
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jueedthis’string of moral aphorisms, must have been fiberal;~ 
isbounded, ‘and free from the former vices. Virtte and mo2'- 
rility'is ‘the seme if all sects and societies of men; and, ‘as the 
greater part of these proyerbs form the very base,“ and” tie * 
very esserice Of virtue-and morality, they must be received 
wih a similar impression by all men: If the Jew and the’ 
Christian would regulate their private conduct by the moral 
recepts laid down in. these proverbs, I, for one, could pity and’ 
pardon their fanaticism borrowed from the other parts of the. 
Bible. It*would then be rendered harmless and inoffensive. 
But: they imbibe the vices and obscenities of the’ Bible, and- 
overlook the moral virtues, whilst those whom they contemn : 
af infidels, actually’ embrace every thing in the Bible that: 
points a useful moral, and neglect that only, which is evidently” 
mischievous, ©)" ' ev’ ot ve 
The'two'last chapters of the book of Proverbs form ‘a proof” 
that they'are a collection of the wise sayings and Writings of 


_ different "persons ‘in’ the Assyrian or Persian Empire.‘ ‘Tf- 


Agar theson of Jakeh had been a Jew, it would have'been’ 
pompously mentioned of what tribe he was, and we should have’ 
had afietious genealogy back to the head of thattribe. | Again,’ 
King Lemuel I‘ presume ‘was not .a Jew, at least, we have 
heard nothing‘of a Jewish king of that name. There is ‘one’ 
thing striking inthe last chapter of this book, it bévins thus: 
“ The words of King Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother 
taught him.”: There is nothing in the’ chapter that’ accords 
withthe present notions of prophecy, and it forms a proof-6f 
what‘has been asserted by many persons at various times, anit 
ou'¥arious occasions, that the Oriental word which’ we’ now’ 
translate’ prophecy, and as relating to future events,'had ‘no 
other expression, or meaning, than our word poetry.:’ Some 
persons have been ‘weak enough to argue that every gifted 


be-considered asa’ sect “of Deists, in whom there is a ‘slight 


rence'as to the agency and operation of nature. 


“The next book stands’ Ecclesiastes or the ‘preacher: ‘this i 
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also attributed to Solomon, but the author of the book-of 
Proverbs .was never the author of Ecclesiastes, nor is the 
tone of this latter book at all consonant with the character 
given to Solomon. We were told that even in his old age he 
doted on the multiplicity of his wives and his gods, and there 
is no change or repentance whatever, mentioned ; but we are 
told that his posterity were punished. for his conduct in the 
true Jewish fashion. The first chapter of this book says: “J 
the preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.” Now, if 
we admit Solomon to be the author, we might wonder when 
or where he. wrote it, as it says, he was King over Israel, 
We are not.told that Solomon ceased to be a king, and the 
only way to account for this mode of expression is, to assume 
that Solomon wrote this book after he had reached the infernal 
regions. He might have transmitted it to his countrymen by 
the witch of Endor. . Otherwise he would have written Jam 
king over Israel. | 
The boek throughout displays. the language of discontent 
and yexation, and whilst it professes to convey moral instruc- 
tion, it does it.in that sovt of negative style as to defeat its own 
purpose. . Whilst it seems to recommend virtue and morality, 
it distinctly lays down, that the end both of the virtuous and 
the vicious is alike, and death the common vortex which ends 
all.being. The author was not a sufficient moral philosopher 
to shew that virtue and. vice carry their own rewa:d_ with 
them; but he says that our virtues even are vain, and thus 
discourages the practice. This book might be called a Bible 
authority against the immortality of man or a future stale. 
ln the first chapter, after saying that there is nothing new 
under the sun, the author. observes, ‘ There is no remem- 
* brance of former things; neither shall there be any remem- 
‘ brance of things that are to come with those that shall come 
f after.’ Again, in the third chapter, he says: ‘ For that 
* which befalleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one 
: thing befalleth them: as the one dieth so dieth the other; 
yea, they have all. one breath: . so that a man hath no pre- 
eminence above a beast: ‘for all is vanity. All go unto one 
place; all.are of the dust, and-all turn to dust again.’ This 
18, a truth although it: be in the bible. Following the above 
quotation the author asks: ‘ Who knoweth the spirit of man 
§ that, goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast that goell 
dows award to the earth? Wherefore I perceived that there 
a nothing. better; than that a man.should rejoice in his own 
Works; for that is his portion; for who shall bring him to 
see What shall be after him ? Again, in the ninth chapter, 












































Jew. It is altogether a string of balderdash, and the above quo- 
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rnd the following words: ‘ All things come alike to all: 
¢#here is ‘one event to the righteous, and to the wicked ; to the 


. 
« 


¢yeod and to the clean, 
égacrificeth, and to him that sacrificeth not:,as is the good, so 
ciythe sinner; and he that sweareth, as he that feareth an 
Cgath? These are all so many moral truths, and I am con- 
yinced that mankind would cultivate peace and happiness in 
jhis life toa much greater extent, were they once relieved 
from the idle notion of a future life. For instance, within 
these few days, we have heard, that the respectable mother 
of a respectable family in the north of England; had been a 
long ‘time impressed with the horrid idea that nothing could 
save her from eternal misery and hell flames; and this 
fotion growing upon her, reduced the sanity of her mind,, 
and she cut her throat, and extinguished prematurely her 
own life, to te great misery of her respected husband and 
family. Young as I am, { think that I shall not stretch 
if f say that an hundred such instances have happened in this 
country since my recollection. 1 have personally known 
many of the individuals who have brought premature death on 
themselves by fanatical phrenzy. There is nothing incident 
to man that is so revolting to his mind as this. That, not 
content with boasting of a merciful God or Gods, and that one 
of them is solely employed as a mediator for the offences of 
the human race, yet such a fanatic must lay violent hands on 
him or herself. Such s are much to be pitied : they an- 
‘itipate their hell, and suffer iton earth: There is an assertion 
ig a book of the A pha, called also, ‘ The Wisdom of So- 
lomon, which is strictly applicable to the foregoing obser- 
vations: it is thus; ‘ For the worshipping of idols, not tobe 
“named, is the beginning, the cause, and the end, of all evil.’ 
I give my assent to this sentence, and conclude my ideas of 
idolatry, as applying as much to the Jew or the Christian, as 
to the Mahometan or. Pagan. : , 
Our-celebrated preacher on vanity has not: forgotten to 
mention the vanity and vexation of authorship, and he writes 


just in that temper and tone as if he had been all his'life-time 


a garretteer. ‘ Andfurther, by these, my ‘son, be admonished : 
of'making many books there is no end; and much study is a 
Weariness of ‘the flesh.’ I shall.conelude with my opinion, 


that this preacher was’ a disappointed und unsuccessful 
author, 


~The above-mentioned book of Wisdom inthe Apocrypha, isalso 


called a book of Solomon’s: he is welcome to this, or any other 


to the unclean; to him that - 
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tation is all that I discovered, worthy of notice.in it. There i 
also another book. of the same kind. in the Apocrypha, called 
Eicclesiasticus, or the Wisdom. of Jesus,the son of Sirach ; this 
is a much better collection or compilation. than the last, and 
has the appearance, of not. being falsely imposed, as the above. 
named. Jesus, is. made to represent it as acollection, and chiefly 
borrowed from his grandfather of the same name. But it js 
‘not to be compared with that beautiful epitome of morality 
and virtue to be found in the book of Proverbs. Let us hold 
fast this and all other will be superfluous. 

“ I} now come’to the book called the Song of Solomon. — The 
Jew must smile within himself when he sees how the Christian 


has attempted to deform this little piece by making it allude to’ 


Christ and his church. I would now, once for all, state, that 
Ido not believe that there is a single sentence in this Song that 
was written with an intention of being understood allegorically, 
neither do I think that any other part of the Bible was writien 
under that idea, the few parables which it contains excepted. 
This Song appears to be the effusion of a wanton, voluptuous, 
female, who was up to her head and ears. in love, at least, 
such is the character represented, whoever might have been 
the author of it. It appears to have been much ai- 
mired. in its literal character by the Jews, for they have 
ealled it the Song of Songs. There is a strange inco- 
herence throughout the piece, and it carries all the appearance 
of having been written by. some one distracted in love. | 
think, it no great compliment to the fair sex, that one of them 
should be made to expose herself in such a manner, even in 
song... It is striking at the root of delicacy, and not paying 
that deference which is due to the. sex, whateyer may be ils 
foibles or weaknesses in: Jove affairs, I doubt whether the 
picture of the translation is so strong and_ highly coloured as 
the original Hebrew, I have been informed that. there is a great 
deficiency in many parts of the Bible in this respect, one of 
which..shall ,haye, to take particular notice of, But this 
passage which is repeated in the. Song cannot be mistaken. 
‘His left hand is under. my head, and. his right hand doth 
embrace me,” There are many ‘others equally pointed, but 
haye.a veil thrown.over them. | Lam of opinion that the Chris- 
tians would evince their chastity. much further, by omitting 
this, song in their. sagred writings, than by foolishly attempt- 
ing)to shield. it. by,allegory, when its literal. meaning is 8°: 
striking, and its contents such as no allegorical writer would 
ever think of assuming, for the, description of any thing, bat 
What it literally conveys. ,. Admitting its allegory ; it forms no 
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and evinces’a want of chastity and decency. 1 insert 
the severith chapter to try whether the’ Vice Society will in- 
dict itcor “not: “Fhe vuluptaarian writings of England are 
modest°when compared with it: if is thus :— : 

_# How beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O prince's daughter! the 
joints of thy thighs are like jewels, the werk of the hands of a cunning 
workman. Thy navel is like a round goblet, which wanteth not 
liquor ;. thy. belly is like an heap of wheat set about with lilies. ‘Thy 
two breasts are like two young roes that are twins. Thy neck is as 
a tower of ivory; thine eyes like the fishpools in Heshbon, by the 

of Bath-rabbim: thy nese is as the tower of Lebanon which 
Jooketh toward Damascus. Thine head upon. thee. is like Carmel, 
dnd the hair of thine head like purple; the king is held in the galleries, 
How fair and how pleasant art thou, O love, for delights! ‘This thy 
stature is like to a palm tree, and ‘thy breasts to clusters of grapes, 
Lsaid, ‘1 will go up to the ‘palm tree, I wilt take hold of the boughs 
thereof: now also thy breasts shall be as clusters of tlie vine, and thé 
smell of thy, nose like apples ; and the roof of thy mouth like the best 
wine for my beloved, that goeth down, sweetly, causing the lips of 
those that are asleep to speak. . 1 am my beloved’s and his desirelis 
toward me. Come, my. heloved, let us go forth into the field ; Jet us: 
lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to the vineyards; Jet-ussee 
ifthe vine flourish, whether the tender grape appear, and the pome- 
gtanates bud forth: there willl give thee my loves. The mandrakes 
giveasmnell, and at our gates are all manuer of pleasant fruits, new 
and ald; which 1 have laid up for thee, O my beloved.” 
if such be your church, O Christians, I don’t know~ what 
man Would hesitate to-embrace it, and be received as a mem- 
ber’ speaking for myself, I-can say, that I should not, had ¥ 
nota pre-engagement. I fear'that ye have drawn too fasci- 
inga picture of your church, and that Venus is nots 
openly worshipped as ye here represent, whatever may be the’ 
nature ‘of your private worship. Strange stories are afloat: 
about 'your early love feasts, and I think it must have been in 
that age that you allegorized this Song of Songs. I believe 
thatthe chief love that is felt for the Christian-church; now @ 
day, ‘is for the sinecures that it affords: those ample means of 
idleness and debauchery : and that all the warm love for this’ 
cara $posa is converted into a cold calculation of the” profits 
to'be male out of her. But [ drop this subject, and’ beg par’ 
don of'the reader for what [have said. Such’ subjects ‘cannot 
y be met inany other manner. OW 201i 
{come now to the Books of the Prophets,as they’ are éalled ; 
and as both’Christians and Jews lay. much  stiess on thosé 


; 


wnitings, I shall be particular with them, as far as their incon’ 


srtity-will permit:me, ‘The first is: the Book of ‘Isaiah.’ 
© seen it asserted somewhere, that the Prophets ia Judea 
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were just what the Freethinkers or Dissenters generally have , 
been to the established chureh in this country. That they had ' 
seminaries, and existed by hundreds, we have been told, in 7 
the Jewish Fables; and their business seetis to: have been ay ti 
opposition to the established priesthood, and a sort of itinerant € 
preaching ; whilst they derived their support from the gene. t 
rosity of the public. We read of none of these men having . 


any thing to do with the temple, excepting Samuel,—ty- 
the-by, overlooked the circumstance of a temple being men- ' 
tioned in the time of Samuel, whieh was the case, and Samuel : 
~ is represented as dwelling in it, although, we were subsequent- t 
ly told that Jehovah had no house to dwell in. Eli appeared } 
to be considered nothing more than the High Priest, but 
Samuel is called a prophet, and we read .of Saul’s joininga 
ntultitude of prophets and receiving the gift of prophecy also, 
Tam inclined to think that the first race of Jewish prophets 
might be compared to the modern gipsies of this country, they 
were a species of strolling players, musicians, and fortune- 
tellers or seers. Hence the surprise which is expressed, “Is 
Saul also among the prophets?” Where priestcraft abounded 
so much as it must haye done in Judea, it is likely, that as ! 
these prophets. grew into more importance, they opposed @ 
themselves to the priests, and like our modern Dissenters, in- 
sisted, that they alone were the true servants of God, and re- 3 
ceived visions and spiritual instruction from him. Thus Isaiah ) 
is made to say in the first chapter of his book— 
“To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith 
the Lord: I aw full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed 
beasts: and I delight not im the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 
he goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath required 
this at your hand, to tread: my courts ? Bring no more vain oblatious; 
mcense Is. an abomination.unto ne ; the new moons and sabLaths, the 
calling of assemblies, | cannot away with: it is iniquity even the 
solemn meeting, Your new moons and your appointed feasts my 
soul hateth: they area trouble unto me ; I am weary to bear them. 
And when ye spread forth your hands I will hide mine eyes from 


yous Jeu, when ye wake man [ will hear: your hands 
are full of Riso * y prayers, £ will not hear: y 


This is evidently an attack on the priesthood and the esta- 

nstied Custom of sacrifices. Nothing can be more clear 4 

_ dgtinct in the literal meaning of the words, and | have no- 
g to do with any other meaning. The second chapter has 

also another complaint against the priesthood for worshipping 

ov idols, and fo owing the customs of the Philistines, it 1s 

“Therefore thou hast forsaken thy people the house of Jacob, 
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pecause they be replenished from the east, and are soothsayers like 
the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of strangers. 
pheir land also is full of silver and gold, neituer is there any end of 
their treasures; their land is also. full of horses, neither is there any 
end of. their chariots: their land also is full of idols; they worship 
the work of their own hands, that which their own fingers have 


In the third chapter it would seem that the prophets of old 
were accustomed to clamour against the corruptions of the 
state, as well as the church, and were not unlike the “ sedi- 
tious and blasphemous” reformers of the present day in some 

cts, for instance, [saiah is made to say, 

“ As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule 
ever them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, 
and destroy the way of thy paths. ‘Fhe Lord standeth up to plead, 
and standeth to judge the people. The Lord will enter into judg- 
ment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereot: for 
ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of -the poor is in- your 
houses- What mean ye that ye heat my people to pieces, aud grind 
the faces of the poor? saith the Lord God of kosts.” 

Again, we find him in the character of a modern methodist 
preacher, who is as ready to send people to hell for their dress 
as for their manners, particularly the fair sex. 

“Moreover the Lord saith, Because the daughters of Zion are 
haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walk- 
ing and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet : 
Therefore the Lord.will smite with a scab the crown of the head of 
the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will discover their secret parts. 
In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling or- 
naments about their feet, and their cauls, and their round tires like 
the moon, The chains, and the bracelets, aud the mufflers, The bon- 
nets; and: the ornaments of the legs, and tle headbands, and the tab- 
lets, and the earrings, The rings, aud nose jewels, The changeable 
suits of apparel, and the mantles, and the wimples, and the crisping 


Rite lasses, and the fine linen, and the hoods, and the vails. 


it shall come to pass, that instead of sweet smell there shall be 
unk; and instead of a girdle a rent; and iustead of well set hair 
aldness; aud instead of a stomacher a-girding of sackcloth; and 
burning instead of beauty.” , 
, From the latter part of the fifth chapter, it appears evident 


that it was. written. after the Jews had been led away captive. . 
[mean to contend as I proceed, that the book of Isaiah was 


fabricated during that captivity, and that the crafty Jews pre- 
sented the book to Cyrus as an old beok, in whieh his reign 
and success had been foretold, and at the same time made it 
say, that Cyrus was to be the person to restore the Jews from 
their bondage. Cyrus. was caught in the trap, and I doubt 
not but that if any one would twist or fabricate a prophecy to 
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point out, that the Bampens Alesraees, of Russia, was to be 
mnt of tle second.restoration, as expected by fana. 
ticism, that the fanatic would bend his mind and his means to 
try to accomplish. it.—The -following isthe extract fromthe 
fifth chapter : WS ade d | 
“ Therefore my people are goue into captivity, because they have 
no knowledge : and their honourable hien ‘are famished, and their 
multitude dried-up with thirst. Therefore bell hath enlarged herself, 
and opened her mouth without measure:. and their glory, and their 
multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into 
it. And the mean man shall be brought down, and the mighty man 
shall be humbled, and thé eyes of the lofty shail be humbled: But 
the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy 
‘shall be sanctified in righteousness, Then shall the lambs feed after 
their manner, and the waste places of the fat ones shall stranyers eat. 
Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords of vanity, and sin as jt 
were with a cart rope: ‘That say, Let him make speed, and hasten 
his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One 
of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! Woe unto-them 
that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light,-and 
Tight for darkuess ; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and pradent iu their 
own sight! Woe utito them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of 
th to mingle strong’drink? Which justify the wicked for re- 
ward, and take ‘away the righteousness of the righteous from him! 
Therefore as the fire devouretlr the stubble, and the flame consumeth 
the chaff, so their reot shall be as rottepness, and their blossom shall 
pears out: because they have cast away the law of the Lord of 
, aiid despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. Therefore 
is the anger of the Lord kindled against-his people, and be {mth 
stretched forth Kis hand agaiost them, avd bath smitten them: énd 
the bills did tremble, and their carcases were torn in the micst of the 
streets. For all this his anger is not turned, away, but his hand is 
stretched out still. -And he will lift up. an ensign to the nations from 
ey aa o ahrey coe ber ng Fer of the earth : and, cme 
+ Comic speed swiftly: None:shall be weary nor stum 
among them ; none shall uinlligt nor sleep ;- siete sel the girtlle 
of their loins be loosed; nor the latchet of their shoes be broken : 
Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their horses’ hoofs 
ano and. their wheels like a whirlwind: ‘ 
" Fearmg @ lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, 
shall roar, and lay bold ofthe prey aod gail arry it away safe, aad 
none shall deliver it. And in that day. they shall roar against thes 
like the roaring of the sea: and if one look unto the land, behold 
darkness and sorrow, aud the light is darkened in the heavens 


(To be continued... 
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